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SECRET MANAMA 0692 

EXDIS 
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TAGS : MARR, EAID, BA 

SUBJECT : MIDDLE EAST FORCE AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

REFERENCE : STATE 139873 

IN JUNE 16 MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER, I CARRIED OUT IN- 
STRUCTIONS PARA TWO REFTEL. FOREIGN MINISTER APPEARED TO 
TAKE THE NEWS WELL. HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT WE WOULD CONTINUE 
DISCUSSIONS ON PROPOSED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH 
DEVELOPMENT MINISTER SHIRAWI AND THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO 
LAUNCH PROGRAM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN COURSE FY-76. HE ALSO 
INDICATED ONCE AGAIN SYMBOLIC IMPORTANCE GOB ATTACHES TO 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AS A BALANCING INDICATION THAT 
U.S. INTERESTS IN BAHRAIN ARE NOT FOCUSED PRIMARILY ON U.S. 

NAVY PRESENCE. 
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